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Introduction



The Chicago Hittite Dictionary (CHD) is a project of the University of Chicago's Institute for the Study of Ancient Cultures. Started in 1975, its mission is to provide a complete dictionary of the Hittite language.


The Hittite language is the earliest preserved member of the Indo-European family of languages. It was written on clay tablets in central Asia Minor, modern Turkey, over a five hundred year span (c. 1650-1180 B.C.). The vast majority of Hittite tablets were excavated from the ruins of the ancient Hittite capital Hattusa located near the modern Turkish town of Boğazkale (formerly Boğazköy) about 210 kilometers east of Ankara.


Scientific excavation of these ruins by a German expedition began in 1906. About 10,000 clay tablets inscribed with the familiar Assyro-Babylonian cuneiform script were recovered at that moment. Although some were written in the Akkadian language and could be read immediately, most were in an unknown language, correctly assumed to be Hittite. Within ten years the language was deciphered by the Czech scholar Bedřich Hrozný, and a sketch of its grammar published. Gradually, the international community of scholars, led by the Germans, expanded the knowledge of the language. The number of common Hittite words that one could translate with reasonable certainty increased steadily. Glossaries published in 1936 by Edgar Sturtevant (in English) and in 1952 by Johannes Friedrich (in German) admirably served the needs of their contemporaries. Yet today, ninety years after the decipherment, there still exists no complete dictionary of the Hittite language.


The CHD was officially started in 1975 with the awarding of an NEH grant to Harry A. Hoffner and Hans G. Güterbock, the editors. It was conceived in answer to a recognized need for a Hittite-English lexical tool, a concordance for lexicographical research for all parts of the corpus of Hittite texts.





      

			
					

					
									
					
						
							
							
							
							
							
						

					

					
				
				
         
Related Links



Home Institution


	Institute for the Study of Ancient Cultures 

Anatolian Studies (more links)


	Hethitologie Portal Mainz
	Das Corpus der hethitischen Festrituale
	The Leiden Electronic Corpus of Hittite Texts
	Hittite Epigraphic Findings
	Hittite Monuments
	Annotated Corpus of Luwian Texts
	eDiAna - Digital Philological-Etymological Dictionary of the Minor Ancient Anatolian Corpus Languages

Cuneiform Studies (more links)


	The International Association for Assyriology (IAA)
	Cuneiform Digital Library Initiative (CDLI)
	The Open Richly Annotated Cuneiform Corpus (Oracc)
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            Institute for the Study of Ancient Cultures

The University of Chicago

1155 E 58th St.

Chicago, IL 60637



      
  


  


			

			
				  
    
  
    
      
            ISAC Museum Hours:

Tuesday–Thursday, Saturday–Sunday

10:00am–4:00pm

Friday

10:00am–8:00pm
The Museum will be closed until 2:00pm on June 1, 2024
Visitor Information
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